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Analysis of Artworks
Girl at the Mirror by Rockwell
Artworks are always about something: The painting is about a woman contemplating her reflection in front of a mirror. 
subject matter + medium + Form +Context = Meaning: The subject matter of the image is Mary Whalen, meaning she was one of Rockwell’s most animated subjects.
To interpret a work of art is to understand it in language: The interpreters of this painting communicate their understanding of it in a language that people can read or hear and understand the painting.
Feeling are guides to interpretation: Viewing this painting invokes feelings that help to understand the message behind it.
The critical activities of describing, analyzing, interpreting, judging, and theorizing about works of art are interrelated and interdependent: All these aspects of analysis are based on the painting’s subject, setting, and time. 
Artworks attract multiple interpretations and it is not the goal of the interpretation to arrive at single, grand, unified, composite interpretations: Different interpreters have attached different meanings to this painting.
There is a range of interpretations any artworks will allow: While other interpreters say this painting reveals the beauty of a simple life, others say it implies the misery of lonely life.
Meaning of the artworks is not limited to what their artists intended them to mean: Different people have different meaning versions of this painting.
Interpretations are not so much right, but are more or less reasonable, convincing, informative, and enlightening: Though understanding this painting as an art of loneliness may not be true, it is convincing since the girl only has her image as a companion. 
Interpretations imply a worldview: Self-reflection depicted in this painting is something that is known worldwide.
Good interpretations tell more about the artwork than they tell about the interpreter: The best way to understand this painting is to interpret the girl in it before the mirror, not Rockwell. 
The objects of interpretation are artwork, not artists: The analysis of this painting is based on its texture, background, and subject, not Rockwell who painted it. 
All art is in part about the world in which it emerged: This painting is about the life of a woman existing within the world.
All art is in part about other art: The theme of feminism seen in this painting is revealed in other artworks like Candy Cigarette by Sally Mann. 
Some interpretations are better than others: Interpreting this painting as beauty of a simple life is better than as a misery of lonely life. 
Good interpretations have coherence, correspondence, and inclusiveness: The girl is simple, young and beautiful without heavy make-up or overdressed.
Interpreting art is an endeavor that is both individual and communal: Interpretations of this painting are done by individuals within the context of the whole society.
The admissibility of interpretations is ultimately determined by a community of interpreters and the community is self-correcting: Different groups of interpreters have different levels of acceptance towards this painting. 
Good interpretations invite us to see for ourselves and continue on our own: Describing the content of this painting without putting limiting conclusions to it is the best way to interpret it.
The Castle of the Pyrenees by Rene Magritte
Artworks are always about something: The painting is about a large rock surmounted by a castle. 
subject matter + medium + Form +Context = Meaning: This meaning of this painting suggests a sky on a clear day, a sign of good hope.
To interpret a work of art is to understand it in language: The interpreters of this painting communicate their understanding of it in a language that people can read or hear and understand the painting.
Feeling are guides to interpretation: Viewing this painting invokes feelings that help to understand the message behind it.
The critical activities of describing, analyzing, interpreting, judging, and theorizing about works of art are interrelated and interdependent: All these aspects of analysis are based on the painting’s subject, setting, and time. 
Artworks attract multiple interpretations and it is not the goal of the interpretation to arrive at single, grand, unified, composite interpretations: Different interpreters have attached different meanings to this painting.
There is a range of interpretations any artworks will allow: While other interpreters consider the hanging of the rock in air as a sign of imminent danger to the earth dwellers, others say the sky on a clear day is a sign of good hope.
Meaning of the artworks is not limited to what their artists intended them to mean: Different people have different meaning versions of this painting.
Interpretations are not so much right, but are more or less reasonable, convincing, informative, and enlightening: Though understanding this painting as a sign of imminent danger may not be true, it is convincing since any rock of that size in the air is expected to fall on the ground and cause damage. 
Interpretations imply a worldview: The rock, sky, ocean, and land objects in this painting are known worldwide.
Good interpretations tell more about the artwork than they tell about the interpreter: The best way to understand this painting is to interpret the rock and the castle covering it, not Magritte. 
The objects of interpretation are artwork, not artists: The analysis of this painting is based on its texture, background, and magic of a large rock hanging in air, not Magritte who painted it. 
All art is in part about the world in which it emerged: This painting is about natural resources present in the worldly environment.
All art is in part about other art: The theme of rocky beach seen in this painting is revealed in other artworks like The Cliffs At Etretat by Claude Monet. 
Some interpretations are better than others: Interpreting the sky on a clear day as a sign of good hope is better seeing the hanging rock as a sign of impending danger on earth. 
Good interpretations have coherence, correspondence, and inclusiveness: The sky is clear and the day seems young, all of which are signs of good things to happen as the day ages.
Interpreting art is an endeavor that is both individual and communal: Interpretations of this painting are done by individuals within the context of the whole society.
The admissibility of interpretations is ultimately determined by a community of interpreters and the community is self-correcting: Different groups of interpreters have different levels of acceptance towards this painting. 
Good interpretations invite us to see for ourselves and continue on our own: Describing the content of this painting without putting limiting conclusions to it is the best way to interpret it.
Saying Grace by Rockwell
Artworks are always about something: The painting is about a woman and a young boy saying grace in a crowded restaurant, as they are observed by other people at their table. 
subject matter + medium + Form +Context = Meaning: This painting brings the meaning of how different people view and react to the art of payer in their lives.
To interpret a work of art is to understand it in language: The interpreters of this painting communicate their understanding of it in a language that people can read or hear and understand the painting.
Feeling are guides to interpretation: Viewing this painting invokes religious feelings that help to understand the divinity behind it.
The critical activities of describing, analyzing, interpreting, judging, and theorizing about works of art are interrelated and interdependent: All these aspects of analysis are based on the painting’s subject, setting, and time. 
Artworks attract multiple interpretations and it is not the goal of the interpretation to arrive at single, grand, unified, composite interpretations: Different interpreters have attached different meanings to this painting.
There is a range of interpretations any artworks will allow: While other interpreters say this painting reveals the humility of a prayerful family, others say it implies the crowdy and messy conditions of restaurants of that time.
Meaning of the artworks is not limited to what their artists intended them to mean: Different people have different meaning versions of this painting.
Interpretations are not so much right, but are more or less reasonable, convincing, informative, and enlightening: Though understanding this painting as a messy crowded restaurant may not be true, it is convincing since the setting is totally disorganized. 
Interpretations imply a worldview: The religiosity of main subjects in this painting is a globally recognized and practiced phenomenon.
Good interpretations tell more about the artwork than they tell about the interpreter: The best way to understand this painting is to interpret the art of saying grace by the woman and her son before taking their meals, not Rockwell. 
The objects of interpretation are artwork, not artists: The analysis of this painting is based on its texture, background, and subject, not Rockwell who painted it. 
All art is in part about the world in which it emerged: This painting is about a religious family in hotel existing within the world.
All art is in part about other art: The theme of faith and family seen in this painting is revealed in other artworks like Family Praying together by Souza. 
Some interpretations are better than others: Interpreting this painting as a depiction of humility of a prayerful family is better than as a crowdy and messy condition of restaurants of that time. 
Good interpretations have coherence, correspondence, and inclusiveness: The woman and her son in this painting are not ashamed of saying grace before eating despite the gaze by the surrounding onlookers, and this is what faith is all about.
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